《Through the Bible Commentary – 2 John》(F.B. Meyer)
Commentator

Frederick Brotherton Meyer was born in London. He attended Brighton College and graduated from the University of London in 1869. He studied theology at Regent's Park College, Oxford and began pastoring churches in 1870. His first pastorate was at Pembroke Baptist Chapel in Liverpool. In 1872 he pastored Priory Street Baptist Church in York. While he was there he met the American evangelist Dwight L. Moody, whom he introduced to other churches in England. The two preachers became lifelong friends.

Other churches he pastored were Victoria Road Church in Leicester (1874-1878), Melbourne Hall in Leicester (1878- 1888) and Regent's Park Chapel in London (1888-1892). In 1895 Meyer went to Christ Church in Lambeth. At the time only 100 people attended the church, but within two years over 2,000 were regularly attending. He stayed there for fifteen years, and then began traveling to preach at conferences and evangelistic services. His evangelistic tours included South Africa and Asia. He also visited the United States and Canada several times.He spent the last few years of his life working as a pastor in England's churches, but still made trips to North America, including one he made at age 80.

Meyer was part of the Higher Life Movement and was known as a crusader against immorality. He preached against drunkenness and prostitution. He is said to have brought about the closing of hundreds of saloons and brothels.

Meyer wrote over 40 books, including Christian biographies and devotional commentaries on the Bible. He, along with seven other clergymen, was also a signatory to the London Manifesto asserting that the Second Coming was imminent in 1918. His works include The Way Into the Holiest:, Expositions on the Epistle to the Hebrews (1893) ,The Secret of Guidance, Our Daily Homily and Christian Living.
Introduction

OUTLINE OF THE FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN 
The Redeeming Love of God in Christ
Introduction, 1 John 1:1-4
1. The Character of God Revealed in Christ, 1 John 1:5-10; 1 John 2:1-6
2. The New Commandment, 1 John 2:7-28
3. Divine Sonship Tested by Love, 1 John 2:29; 1 John 3:1-18
4. The Ground of Assurance, 1 John 3:19-24; 1 John 4:1-6
5. “God Is Love,” 1 John 4:7-21
6. The Threefold Witness, 1 John 5:1-12
conclusion, 1 John 5:13-21. 

INTRODUCTION
In addition to the Gospel, three Epistles have come to us from the pen of the beloved Apostle. Of these the First is the longest and most important. In form it is more like an essay or treatise than a letter; it bears no salutation nor signature. But if there were no other evidence, its similarity in phrase and thought to the Fourth Gospel would practically decide the question of authorship. Whichever was written first, the relation between the two is perfectly clear and has been aptly expressed by Bishop Westcott: “The theme of the Epistle is, the Christ is Jesus; the theme of the Gospel is, Jesus is the Christ.” The bearing of the Epistle upon practical living is also very plain. It shows that fellowship with the Father and the Son is realized in love of the brethren.

The Second and Third Epistles are very brief, and are private and personal rather than doctrinal. They have been called by Jerome “twin sisters.” In style and spirit they markedly resemble the First Epistle. There is the same emphasis upon love, truth, and obedience. While we are without exact information as to their date, they rank unquestionably among the latest documents in the New Testament. 

{e-Sword Note: The following material was presented at the end of the Epistles of John in the printed edition}

REVIEW QUESTIONS ON THE EPISTLES OF JOHN 
Outline of the First Epistle
(a) What is the theme of the first Epistle?

(b) What distinguishing feature of the Epistle appears in the outline?

Introduction
(c) How do these three Epistles compare as to length?

(d) What is their relation to the Gospel of John?

(e) What is the probable date of these Epistles?

I John 1-5
Each question applies to the paragraph of corresponding number in the Comments.

1. What was the nature of the fellowship which John wished to share with others?

2. What is the best evidence of union with Christ?

3. Why does the Apostle address those of various ages?

4. What is the anointing of the Christian?

5. With what announcement does the third chapter open?

6. How may we know that we have “passed from death unto life”?

7. How does the Christian overcome the world?

8. What is the greatest affirmation of this Epistle?

9. What is the threefold witness to our redemption?

10. What four things is the Christian privileged to know!

II John and III John
11. Around what two words does the second Epistle of John revolve?

12. Why is hospitality a Christian grace? 

01 Chapter 1 
Verses 1-13
WALKING IN TRUTH 
2 John 1:1-13
This exquisite letter, a model of old-world correspondence, was probably written when the Apostle was the guest of the nephews of the lady addressed. The Epistle revolves around the two words, love and truth, which were the poles of his life. When Christ is in us, not only are we true in judgment and speech, but we recognize truth wherever it is to be found. No horizon bounds the vision of the true and truth-loving soul. Be true and loving, and you will have a rich heritage of grace, mercy, and peace. Love is best shown by obedience. 2 John 1:8 shows a pastor’s anxiety. Don’t go on without Christ or you will lose God, 2 John 1:9. Remember that love can be stern, 2 John 1:10.

The letter reveals the strength, purity, and love of the primitive Church. Let us put into our letters thoughts which will make them worth receiving and keeping.

